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AUSTRALIA  AND COMMUNITY POWER

1 Until the 1990’s almost all electricity generation, distribution and supply was 
undertaken by Government owned corporations or authorities.

2 Nearly 90% of generation was from coal fired plants – renewables mostly limited to 
Tasmanian hydro and The Snowy Hydro Scheme.

3 There was little thought about community power other than in relation to “outback 
Australia” where individual or small group private generation, mostly diesel, was 
quite common.

4 Since the 1990’s most of generation and distribution and retailing has been privatised

5 Since year 2000 much more interest in renewables and fairly recently a growing 
interest in community power but only limited introduction of actual operations.
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AUSTRALIAN FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
(i.e.  National)

1 Has programs to assist including under ARENA’s charter.

2 There has been varying degrees of enthusiasm at a Federal Government level for 
renewable energy and similarly for community power.

3 Enthusiasm for promoting community power is increasing quite quickly but still 
patchy.

4 ARENA places emphasis on supporting renewable energy technology 
development and deployment in regional and remote areas.
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TASMANIA

In August 2011 the Tasmanian Renewable Energy Industry Development Board of which I was the 
Chairman included in its recommendations to the State Government the following:-

“We wish to encourage community power projects such as those being developed in other states 
and around the World, in which local communities come together to build and own renewable 
energy generation facilities for the direct benefit of their community”

I am still waiting to see that implemented.
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VICTORIA

Second most populous state.

Privatised generation and distribution in early 1990’s.

Growing interest from Governments in community power.

In 2015 Government published a lengthy and detailed document entitled “Guide to Community Owned 
Renewable Energy for Victorians”

Considerably stimulation for this came from the drive from an organisation EMBARK and the Coalition for 
Community Energy and from the publicity from the success of the Hepburn Wind Farm – a 4MW wind farm 
which was the first in Victoria and received the 2013 WWEA AWARD for its efforts, and from the fact of the 
activity of an anti-wind farming organisation called the WAUBRA FOUNDATION, which has had considerable 
success in creating “fear and loathing” amongst Victorian residents based on their false claims of “wind turbine 
syndrome” causing serious health problems.
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA

This small population state has very good wind and solar resources with prospective geothermal.

It has embraced renewables and has the largest percentage of wind generation of any state.

It also has a very active group promoting community power with a leader, Heather Smith, who 
won a Churchill Scholarship to study “international community energy initiatives”.   She is 
supported by Monica Oliphant, a former President of the International Solar Energy Society who 
received Australia’s second highest civil award (AO) for her services to renewable energy.

The submission to government is to establish “a peak organisation to support Emergence of 
Community Owned and Delivered Energy Systems”.

Monica Oliphant is developing community owned solar energy projects.

There is government interest in community power.

7



NEW SOUTH WALES

Australia’s most populous state.

An early leader in sustainability and established the “Sustainable Energy Development Authority” 
before other states introduced such activity at a Government level.

In recent time it has a developed Regional Clean Energy Program which includes funding for 
“community based projects”.   There are a number of responses.

Interestingly, there is also a community owned renewable energy retailer, centred in a North Coast 
area near the Queensland border and seeking to operate in both states.

This is the first in Australia and will also provide advise and installation of renewable energy 
generation technologies.

The N.S.W. Government programs seem to have encouraged the development of a number of 
community power developments.
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA  and  THE NORTHERN TERRITORY

There are many Community Power Schemes but they are mostly, if not all, provided by 
Government for aboriginal communities living away from the main urban areas or operated by 
mining companies for their operations and community.

This a different meaning for community power.      

Some of them are based on solar or wind or both but while locally operated they are part of a 
Government program.
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QUEENSLAND

This state has huge reserves of “open cut” coal (as well as natural gas) which has created 
considerable wealth for some and employment for many.    

It is therefore well supported by Governments.

The renewable energy resources are limited in comparison with some other states and the 
development of renewable energy lacks widespread community and political support.

There are large pastoral properties, remote small rural and fishing communities and mining 
communities which have local generation (many are diesel) but the appetite for community power 
has still to develop.

There has been a boom in coal seam gas in recent years.

Bagasse is quite commonly used for generation in the sugar growing areas of Queensland but 
again they are owned privately by the big sugar companies or, in some cases, sugar co-operatives 
but not by community power companies.
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AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

A forward looking approach to energy management has been a landmark of A.C.T. Government 
policies in recent years.

In 2014 the Government announced the “Community Solar Scheme Request for Proposals”.

This is underpinned with a “Community Solar Feed-In” rate.

“Proposal for Community Solar Scheme” proposals are due for selection and release early this 
year.
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SUMMARY

In comparison with many countries Australia is quite well educated in relation to community power and 
becoming more so – BUT, it is not surging ahead.

Several of the Governments have comprehensive community power policies and programs.

Overall it is still early days in relation to community power – BUT I am confident it will develop as a corollary 
to the surge in rooftop solar and a protest at high electricity prices experienced in recent years, particularly when 

people realise that much of the cost relates to transmission and distribution.

Another strong factor in the change will come from the growth in the use of electric motor vehicles.

It is a changing world in electricity along with many other aspects of life and Australia is part of that change.

Shining from the sky
Growing on the land

Steaming from the earth
Flowing in the streams

Hidden in the waves

AND

Blowing in the wind

Thank you

12


